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Sustainability has been around since 500 BC, however during this time human activity had
very little impact on the environment. Ancient Egypt demonstrated sustainable water
management by harnessing the Nile river's flood cycle with dams, enriching farming
practices.

However, the Industrial Revolution greatly impacted the environment, primarily due
to the increment in factories which led to the reliance of fossil fuels.

1856 — Eunice Newton Foote identified CO2 as a greenhouse
gas.

1896 — Svante Arrhenius mathematically quantified the warning
effects of CO2 . If CO2 in the atmosphere is reduced by half it
could lower the temperature in Europe to 4-5° Celsius.

TS
R \'\ : ,' /+ | 1962 — Rachel Carson’s 'Silent Spring’ book raises awareness of
m pesticides' dangers in the environment and public health.

1970 — The first Earth Day was established, highlighting the
importance of environmental issues and sustainability.
1972 — The UN Stockholm Conference on Human Environment, @
leading to the creation of UNEP. —_
1992 — Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro led to the development

of Agenda 21, which is a framework for sustainable
development.

1997 — Kyoto Protocol was the first international agreement
for industrialised countries to reduce greenhouse gasses.

2000 — Millentum Development Goals (MDGs) set targets for
social and importantly environmental issues by 2015

2015 — The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) promote
an inclusive approach to global challenges, including inequality
and climate change.
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https://www.aps.org/apsnews/2023/07/carbon-dioxide-atmosphere-eunice-foote
https://history.aip.org/climate/co2.htm
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/story-silent-spring
https://www.iisd.org/articles/insight/first-earth-day-founder-original-teach-remembers
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2020-09/still-one-earth-stockholm-diplomacy_0.pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/international-action-climate-change/kyoto-1st-commitment-period-2008-12_en
https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://thesustainableagency.com/blog/the-history-of-sustainability/
https://mfth.journals.ekb.eg/article_273311_49597375bca5b4a4a7c6887a83818d64.pdf?lang=en
https://greenly.earth/en-gb/blog/ecology-news/what-was-the-industrial-revolutions-environmental-impact

